Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

October 8, 2025
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Carol Merritt, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Michael Shaheen

Absent: Zach Gaston
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Chris Hunt, Shirley Lucas, Cal Kildow
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Carol Merritt made a motion to approve the September meeting minutes, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt - Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Mr. Shaheen stated that EQT sent us a letter and would like to perhaps discuss in executive session.  Pike’s Paving will chip and seal Judson Street extension before October 20th.  There were letters sent to the director of operations at Barnesville Hospital for an EMS contract.  Mr. Shaheen stated that he is waiting on an agreement from WVU.
Fiscal Officer Rick Burkhead asked for approval to order the credit card processing ability for the village.  Jordan Castello made a motion to have an online portal for Mayors Court, EMS  payments, Water and Sewer Payments, and Shelter Rentals as well as a handheld for water and sewer payments, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt - Yes.
Jay Van Horn stated that we need to be using the new time clocks that we purchased.  Rick stated that he will work to get everyone on board by 11/08/25 to start on the 11/09/25 pay period.  

Administrator Dirk Davis gave his monthly report. 
1- Scott Lucas cut trees down at the sewer plant area for $4500 and cut down 24 trees.  
2- We need a committee for the historical district plaque. 

3- Chief Strorm found in the ORC that parking prohibition is 30ft from stop signs and 10ft from fire hydrants.  

4- Dirk had a meeting with BELOMAR pertaining to paving main street eventually.  There is a grant pool of 160 Million that we could apply for.  We need to remove the road completely down past the brick and put a new base in and new drains, curbs, and sidewalks.  
5- We need to decide on what to do with the Plaza landscaping.  Jay made a motion to put grass on what we can and mulch the rest, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt - Yes.

6- There are two new houses being built in town. We welcome these new additions.

7- There was a car window broken when one of the guys was weed eating on First Street. We are reimbursing the resident for the cost of this window. 

8- Grass is still being blown in the streets.  PLEASE do not do this.  There are some yards with high grass too.

9- Dirk is going to contact Larry Merry about the concrete wall issue at the four-way.    

10- Water usage is averaging 57,400 gallons daily in October so far.  These are good numbers. 

Dirk stated that we need to hire the new janitor officially.  Jaylin Pouerie lives on Oak Street and Dirk would like to hire her for $14 an hour.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to approve the rate and hiring, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt - Yes.  Council discussed wage increase for Daniel Eddy to $18 per hour.  Jay made a motion to approve this, seconded by Jordan Castello, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt - Yes.
Mayor Bob Flanagan discussed putting a weight limit for trucks on alley ways.  Bob is going to send letters to people who have junk and garbage on their properties.  Mayor Bob stated that we need a committee to work with the Epworth Foundation for a historical plaque for the historical district.  Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello, Joni Davis, and Teresa Schafer will be on that committee.  

Police Chief Storm stated that there were 12 business checks, 26 traffic stops, and 19 citations last month.  Three assists to the Sheriff’s Office were also done.  Chris stated that the officers are working Halloween.  
Fire Chief Chris Hunt stated that he has an auxiliary member application for Chuck Little for approval.  Jordan Castello made a motion to approve the application, seconded by Carol Merritt, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell – Yes, Carol Merritt - Yes.
Motion to pay bills by Jay Van Horn, 2nd by Colby Rinehart, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Ruth Saffell, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday November 12th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
